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5 11 6846 
LIVING_SPECIMEN 3 (9) 0 (16) 0 (1) 4 (2) 3 (320) 
PRESERVED_SPECIMEN 424 600  6 12 535 
UNKNOWN 24 20 367 645 47 
Total 509 742 395 86 6965 	
1	GBIF.org (28th January 2016) GBIF Occurrence Download http://doi.org/10.15468/dl.iou7qq  
2 GBIF.org (28th January 2016) GBIF Occurrence Download http://doi.org/10.15468/dl.7s6cd2 
3 GBIF.org (28th January 2016) GBIF Occurrence Download http://doi.org/10.15468/dl.gwjevc 
4 GBIF.org (28th January 2016) GBIF Occurrence Download http://doi.org/10.15468/dl.skzrzg 














Database Organization URL Geography Taxa, Entities Description  Availability Notes 
Environmental maps 







supporting open, persistent, 
robust, and secure access to 






Contribute data only via 
nodes 
Data Basin http://databasin.org/ Global to local Environmental 
maps 




up for user 
account. 
Can download spatial data 
and maps 
Species Occurrence Data +/- Range Maps 
The Global Biodiversity 
Information Facility (GBIF) 
http://gbif.org 
Global Animals and 
plants; 
occurrences 
International open data 
infrastructure, funded by 
governments 
Open. Sign 
up for user 
account. 
Widely used federated 
database for species 
occurrence records 






Gateway to California 
vascular plant specimens 
housed in participant 
herbaria 
Open. Sign 
up for user 
account. 
Specimen records 
 Southwest Environmental 






Gateway to distributed data 




up for user 
account. 
Specimen records and other 
species observations 
South African National 
Biodiversity Institute SANBI 
http://www.sanbi.org/  




Coordinates research, and 
monitors and reports on the 
state of biodiversity in South 
Africa 
Open Species occurrences, 
checklists, species atlases, 
vegetation map 
Atlas of Living Australia 
https://www.ala.org.au/  




Includes web mapping tools; 
for research, environmental 
monitoring, conservation 
planning, education, and 
biosecurity 
Open >55m records, >12,000 
users; includes photographs, 
sound recordings, molecular 
data, links to literature 
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Mexico Animals and 
plants 







Specimen records. Contains 




Brazil Animals and 
plants 
Integrate species and 
specimen data available in 
natural history museums, 
herbaria and culture 
collections, making it openly 
and freely available on the 
Internet 
Open access  
 
Specimen records. ~3.5 m 
georeferenced records, 
450,000 species (accessed 
14 April 2016) 
Botanical Information and 
Ecology Network (BIEN) 
http://bien.nceas.ucsb.edu  
http://bien3.org    
New World Plants; 
occurrences, 
plots, traits 
Research network for the 
integration, access, and 
discovery of botanical 
information for all plants in 






Occurrences primarily from 
GBIF; Plot data include 
SALVIAS (including Gentry 
plots), CTFS (Panama only) 
and VegBank (public data 
only), plus several smaller 
datasets. Trait database 
partially overlapping with 
TRY. Synonymized taxonomy 
Vegetation Plots 
Forest Inventory and Analysis 
http://www.fia.fs.fed.us/  
USA Plots; repeated 
surveys 
Provides information needed 
to assess America's forests 
Open  Plot location accuracy 
degraded to protect privacy 




Plots The vegetation plot database 
of the Ecological Society of 
America’s Panel on 
Vegetation Classification 
Open About 75,000 plots (accessed 
14 Jul 2015) including from 
state natural heritage 
programs and some federal 
agencies 
LandCare National Vegetation 




New Zealand  
 
Plots Exceptional due to high 
density coverage for most of 
New Zealand 
By request Plots collected using standard 
protocols therefore sampling 
methods and formathighly 
uniform 
SALVIAS http://salvias.net/  
Synthesis and Analysis of Local 




Plots Web-based utility for 
compiling data on diverse 
aspects of plant organismal 
biology 
Open. Sign 
up for user 
account 
Database of vegetation 
inventories from around the 
world, with emphasis on the 
New World tropics, including 
Gentry plots 
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Database Organization URL Geography Taxa, Entities Description  Availability Notes 
Alwyn H. Gentry Forest 
Transect Dataset  
http://www.mobot.org/MOBOT/
Research/gentry/transect.shtml 
Global Plots Data from individual 
transects available to the 
research and conservation 
communities 
Open 226 plots collected by Alwyn 




New World P/A, derived 
from plots, 
inventories 
First comprehensive dataset 
of the flora of neotropical dry 
forests across their full range 
Open Neotropical dry forest floristic 
data for woody plants 
compiled in an open-access 
database 
European Vegetation Archive 
http://euroveg.org/eva-database  
[European vegetation archive, 2016] 
Europe Plots centralized database 
developed by the IAVS 













Global Plots Vegetation-plot database 
covering all biomes of the 
world; can only be used to 
address the sPlot Working 





Uses versioning system for 
releases of database to 
members 
Center for Tropical Forest 




Global Plots Repeated tree censuses in 
large forest plots, some since 






Tree demographic data; 
Common measurement 
protocols 
Global Index of Vegetation Plot 
Databases http://www.givd.info/  
Global Plot registry Metadatabase providing 
overview of vegetation data 
worldwide, allow researchers 
to retrieve data  
Members 237 databases with ~3.6m 
vegetation plots registered 
Traits 
TRY https://www.try-db.org/  Global Plants; traits a global archive of curated 
plant traits; > 5 million trait 
records for >1,100 traits of 
2.2 million individual plants; 
>100,000 species 
Largely open Accessible through a portal 
that can be queried; users 
can upload or e-mailing 
contributed data 
Botanical Information and 
Ecology Network (BIEN)  
http://bien3.org    
New World Plants; 
occurrences, 
plots, traits 
See above Currently by 
permission 
Trait database partially 






data that can 
A curated database of matrix 
population models describing 
population dynamics of a 
Open Does not include density 
dependence, dispersal, 
stochasticity or disturbance 
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Database Organization URL Geography Taxa, Entities Description  Availability Notes 
be structure 
into a matrix 
population 
model (MPM) 
given study x species x 
population x period x 
treatment combination. Mean 
MPMs also provided. 
response usually included in 
plant population models 







counts for over 
5000 species, 
mostly animals 
Time series data for at least 
10 years 
Open. Sign 
up for user 
account. 
Does not include density 
dependence, dispersal, 
stochasticity or disturbance 
response usually included in 
plant population models 
Data Repositories  
Dryad Digital Repository  
http://datadryad.org/  





A curated resource that 
makes the data underlying 
scientific publications 
discoverable, freely 
reusable, and citable 
Open. Sign 
up for user 
account. 
Does not impose file format 
restrictions; encourages 
ASCII or HTML; $80-90 to 
submit data <10 GB 
Pangaea www.pangaea.de Global Any type of 
earth or life 
science data 






Converts data to a uniform 
machine-independent format; 
donations accepted 	
Plots = vegetation plots, typically consisting of records of species abundance within fixed areas. P/A indicates only species presence/absence 
are provided.  
GB = Gigabyte
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